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Welcome New Fire Chief Nick Clark

Chief Nick Clark

Chief Nick Clark has been at the helm
of the St. Matthews Fire Department
as chief for only a couple of months
now, but he has decades of experience,
going back to 1988 when he started
with the Buechel Fire Department as
a volunteer. He made the decision to
become a full-time firefighter following
9/1 1. He said seeing the bravery of
the first responders that day and the
days that followed had a profound
effect on him. Chief Clark says that "I
needed a push, and this was it. It was
now or never to commit to full-time
firefighting.” In the spring of 2002, he
was accepted into a full-time position.

In 2002, Chief Clark and his wife, Gina,
had just had their first child, Jackson
when he made that decision. He said it
was a big commitment and that Gina,
who is a first-grade teacher, made a lot
of sacrifices and has supported him so

much with his career. Jackson is now 20
and they have another son, Charlie, | 6.
Chief Clark was promoted to Sergeant
in August of 2005 and served in that
role until September of 2018. He was
then promoted to Captain and served
in that position until he was hired as
Chief on August |,2022.

Chief Clark grew up in the Buechel
area, attended St. Xavier High School
and has a B.S. in Fire Science from
Eastern Kentucky University. He has
numerous fire service certifications
including Incident Safety Officer, Fire
Officer Il, State Certified Fire Inspecton,
etc. Firefighting is in his blood as his
father, Jack, was a longtime volunteer
with the Buechel Fire Department, and
one of his brothers, Dan is a retired
firefighter.

Even as a child, Chief Clark had an
affinity for hanging around fire stations.
When he was five years old, the
Crusade for Children was in full swing
for the weekend. Nick was at the
Buechel station after riding around
with the firefighters, collecting money
on Sunday morning. Some of his dad's
friends invited him to ride with them
to the WHASTYV station, where the
Crusade was airing on TV.The Buechel
fire department appeared live on-air
with their collection, and little Nick
was on the screen. His parents did not
know that he went down to the station
until they saw him on TV! Needless

to say, they were not amused by their
son's TV appearance. Things came full

circle for Chief Clark when he had
the experience of having his sons ride
around with him while they collected
donations for the Crusade.

Of his predecessor, Chief Bill Seng,
Chief Clark says,"He did such an
amazing job leading this organization
from mainly a volunteer base and two
stations, to where we are today with
almost 100 full time employees, four
stations, and an EMS service. While it
will be difficult to replace a person like
this, who has been so important to
this organization and the St. Matthews
Community, | am fortunate to have an
amazing group of co-workers working
with me to help.”

Some of the changes that have occured
include the hiring of the first female
firefighter for the department, Cody
Burton. Chief Clark says that “Cody

has been a valuable asset to the
organization,” and that he is fortunate
to have some of the best individuals
working for the department, who are
very dedicated to what they do. He
also said that, “For the first time in

the history of the department, we are
hiring individuals without any firefighting
experience. It is a completely new
process, but what | love about it is that
it will allow us to hire a more diverse
group of individuals who will come

in with fresh perspectives and a wide
array of skill sets. | am very excited
about this process.”

Chief Clark adds,"The fire
department’s Mission Statement and
Continued on page 10




New St. Matthews Website
Coming Soon!

The City is hard at work updating our website, which will
enable users to easily locate info and access departments,
forms, and parks quickly. The home page will have drop down
menus where you can find all listings. The new website will
provide easy and accurate information at your fingertips

any time of day or night. The new website will be launched
November |. Be sure to visit www.stmatthewsky.gov soon!

Hometown History—General Robert Breckenridge

General Robert Breckenridge, born
Augusta County,Virginia 1754, died in
present day St. Matthews September
10, 1833. He located to the area and
was by trade a farmer and merchant.
It was noted in his obituary that “he
was an old and wealthy man, but not
married.” His residence and property
were located nearby the settlement
fort called Woodville ( Floyds Station)
by Col. John Floyd, in the present day
area of Jamestown Apartments in St.
Matthews.

Robert Breckenridge was a lieutenant in
the American Revolution, and was one
of many, including his brother Alexander
Breckenridge, who were captured by
the British and held prisoner aboard

a ship in Charleston Harbour South
Carolina from 1780-1781.

He was a member of the Kentucky
Convention to ratify the Constitution
of the United States and served four
terms in the Kentucky House of
Representatives where he holds the
distinction of being its first speaker.

At his death he divided half of his
property, including lands and slaves, to
Mrs. Marion Breckenridge in trust for
the children of his nephew Henry, and
the other half to his nephew James in
trust for his daughter Mary Eliza. He
ordered upon his death that three of his
slaves be set free.

His funeral was presided over by a
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Harvard Divinity School graduate,

the Rev. James Freeman Clarke, who
had moved to Louisville to establish a
Unitarian Church at Fifth and Walnut
streets. Rev Clarke wrote in a letter to
a friend, giving an enlighting account of
his experience: “| have just attended
the funeral of one of the first settlers.
One General Robert Breckenridge,
aged /6, came here in 1780, having
been in the revolutionary war. At the
time the settlers were few-these lived
in a fort for fear of Indians. He was
never married, but left a large fortune
to his nephews. The last part of his

life was solitary—he lived with few
comforts even of those which wealth
can procure—very temperate in his diet—
drank no spirit. Master of $100,000, he
lived in a room in one of his Louisville
[St. Matthews] houses—avoiding society.

| was asked to perform the service
which was in the city—but he was to
[be] buried on his own place, 6 miles
out of town, and they wished me to
go out & make a prayer at the grave.
So | went with the rest.We passed
through an avenue winding through the
forest for half a mile until we reached
the house- an one story building, poor
enough, but very fine for Old Kentucky.
The sitting room was decorated with

a harpsichord and two old-fashioned
card tables. The family burial place was
at a little distance beyond the house.
The occasion & scenery worked on

my mind & induced me to allude in
the prayer to the first settling of the
country, and | quoted those striking
verses at the commencement of the
44th Psalm.The forest scenery of
Kentucky is said to surpass that of
any part of Europe. This was chiefly
composed of Sycamores of tremendous
size and lofty, tapering Beeches with
thick clumps at the top...Oak is
common also. "

In 1928, a part of the old Breckenridge
property, consisting of 504 acres was
acquired by the park commissioners.
Part of the land was utilized for
Bowman Field, the remainder was
named Seneca Park and it was
connected to Cherokee Park.

General Robert Breckenridge is buried
in the Floyd-Breckenridge Cemetery on
Williamsburg Court in St. Matthews.

His burial established the graveyard at
Woodville. Today you can locate his
burial place in the Floyd — Breckinridge
Cemetery located on Jamestown Court,
nestled silently surrounded by modern
residential St. Matthews homes.

Source material:

The Descendants of Robert and

John Poage, Volume |. by Robert Bell
Woodworth

St. Matthews - The Crossroads of
Beargrass, by Samuel W.Thomas

https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/
wm6NDG_General_Robert_Breckinridge



Light Up

St. Matthews
Saturday, December 3
3:00 pm to 6:00 pm
Brown Park

* A FREE annual
holiday event

* Music, ice skating

* Event is rain or shine

* Most activites under a big tent

* Letters to Santa and activities for children

* Free hot chocolate and cookies

* Location: Brown Park at the corner of
Kresge Way and Browns Lane

* FREE parking at 4007 Kresge Way, Doctor's
building

* The event ends at 6 p.m. with the switch
is thrown and Brown Park “Lights Up”
with thousands and thousands of colorful
holiday lights.

In the case of a dangerous weather event
OR due to COVID-19 restrictions some
changes may occur to keep the event safe.

Coloring Contest

The Chamber of St. Matthews, City of

St. Matthews, and contest sponsor Park
Community Credit Union are looking for
some talented kiddos to participate in the
Flip the Switch Coloring Contest. One
lucky kiddo and their family will be chosen to
Flip the Switch at Brown Park on December
3rd as part of our Light Up St. Matthews
event. The deadline for this contest is
November 26.

Go to: https://www.stmatthewschamber:
com/light-up/ to download an entry form.
To submit the coloring sheets, please send
a photo of your entry either through

our Facebook page or to chamber@
stmatthewschamber.com.

Events

A History of the St. Matthews Potato Festival
In August, the Chamber welcomed back the Potato Festival!

The St. Matthews Produce Exchange, formed by 200 farmers in
1910, grew to become the second-largest potato shipper in the
world. Stock in the venture initially sold for $5 a share; by 1921,
when more than |3 million pounds of potatoes were dispatched
by rail from the Exchange to all parts of North America, a share
was worth $75. St. Matthews was known as “the potato capital of
the world" until 1946, when the Exchange closed its doors. The
hangar-like Exchange facility, which included" a frost-proof building
for the storage of 10,000 barrels of second-crop potatoes,”
survives as a shopping center at 21 | Clover Lane.

Of course as the years went on, growing the humble potato

as the primary source of business changed to St. Matthews
becoming one of the most robust business hubs in Louisville.

But the community was not ready yet to let the potato and its
origins go, even after St. Matthews officially became a city in 1950.
The love for the spud is captured permanently in the City's flag,
but beyond that the fondness for the root of it all grew into the
short-lived, but much loved, St. Matthews Potato Festival.

In 1946 the St. Matthews Community Center sponsored the first
ever Potato Festival. The festival was, at that time, meant to be a
fundraiser for the Center. The Potato Festival was able to raise
more than $19,000, over $300,000 in today's dollars.

After 1953 the festival changed forms and names many times
until ultimately it was retired, but that didn't stop the community
from keeping the lore of the Potato Festival alive. Often, longtime
residents, could be found talking about their long lost homegrown
festival and all the fun that they had attending while growing up.

This year's event featured vendors, live music and a kids" area with
inflatables and carnival games. The Chamber hopes to grow this
event into a multi-day event. Future plans include a Mister and
Misses Tater Tot and a Ms. Potato Festival pageant, a music series in
the park, a potato dish cookoff, fireworks display, and more.

Look for more information about the future of the event at:
https://stmatthewspotatofestival.com/
wwwi.stmatthewschamber.com/st-matthews-potato-festival/
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Out

St. Matthews Provides Relief for Eastern Kentucky

From Chief Wilkerson: The St. Matthews Police Department joined
in relief efforts for those affected by the floods in Eastern Kentucky.
This particularly hit home for us as one of our sergeants was

born and raised in Letcher County. A St. Matthews resident and
supporter, who wishes to remain anonymous, donated the funds
that allowed our officers to stay in an RV. Officers used this vehicle
as a place to work and sleep which kept us from taking any living
area away from those in need.

St. Matthews officers worked around the clock for almost a month
to supplement the police departments of Jenkins and Fleming Neon.
They provided a sense of
security for the residents
who had lost almost
everything. Sadly, looters
tried to take what was left
but our officers were able
to deter most of them.
We also made a significant
methamphetamine

arrest in those cities. The
community was extremely
thankful for our help and
praised our officers for
giving them some peace of mind.

It was our honor to provide assistance to those in Letcher County
who were in great need of some stability and order: It was hard
to imagine the devastation they faced until we saw it firsthand. As
a chief, | am proud of all our officers who stepped up and served
here in St. Matthews and in Letcher County.

Additionally, St. Matthews Public Works donated a pickup truck,
that was moved to surplus, to the City of Whitesburg (in Letcher
County), after receiving City Council approval to do so. The City
Council also has approved a loan of an excavator for the City of
Whitesburg for up to three months if needed.

The February 2022 issue of St. Matthews Living spotlighted the
efforts of the St. Matthews Fire Department last winter when many
of our western Kentucky cities were devastated by tornadoes on
December |0. The next morning the St. Matthews Fire Protection
District sent a fully staffed (4 crew) and truck along with a staffed
ambulance (3 crew) and a battalion chief and car to Mayfield,
Kentucky. They manned the main fire station for weeks rotating men
and women in and out until they were relieved by the local fire
department.

St. Matthews is truly a caring city that reaches out to its neighbors
around the state in need.
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Holiday Shopping

Safe shopping

|. Keep your purse close to your body
or your wallet in an inside coat
pocket or front pants pocket.

2.Don't argue or fight over an item.

3. Don't take your money out until
asked and don't flash a lot of cash.

4. Use only one credit card. Data
breaches have occurred in the past
at major retailers and credit card
companies. Should something similar
occur, you can reduce the risk of
having multiple cards compromised.

5. Save your receipts and monitor your
credit card activity by reviewing
your bill immediately or periodically
checking the online app.

6.Ask for help moving and loading
large items if needed.

7.If shopping with children, select a
central location to meet in case you
are separated. Teach kids how to ask
a security guard or employee for
help if they're lost.

How can | be safer in the car?

|. Be patient when looking for a
parking space. Don't speed up to
catch that empty (or soon-to-be
empty) spot, and be cautious of
other drivers who do.

Tips

2. Park your vehicle in
a well-lit area.

3.Don't leave anything
valuable in your car.

4. Lock your vehicle.

5. Make a mental
note of where you
parked.

6. Have your keys in
hand when walking
back to your vehicle.

7. Look around and
under your vehicle
before approaching
it.

8. Store shopping bags
out of plain sight, in your trunk if
possible.

9. Look for other cars or people, and
back out slowly.

4. Avoid using a debit card since
dispute reimbursements may be less
than credit cards.

5. Refrain from using public Wi-Fi to
make purchases, or use aVPN to

How to stay safe when shopping avoid hackers intercepting your
online information.
|. Stick to retailers you know and, 6. Che;k a webpage's §ecur.|ty by
preferably, have shopped with before. looking for the lock icon in the URL
2. Research a business you haven't field, and making sure the URL starts
purchased from before by checking with “https”,. not just “http”. The “s”
customer reviews or complaints with means the site is safer and more
the Better Business Bureau. secure.

3. Never commit to a deal that seems
too good to be true.
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Recycling is collected every other week on the same
day as trash on weeks highlighted in red. Holidays
marked in blue will delay recycling and trash one day.

DECEMBER 2022
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